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composed. She did so, and these lines were the beautiful poem
called the Graves of the Poets. He was very desultory and disin-
clined to write. His ladies were always urging him to do so however.
And he would have written little if it had not been for his wife and
sister. He could not bear the act of writing and he wrote so impati-
ently and impetuously that his writing was rarely legible. He was
very absent and has been known to walk unconsciously through
a flock of sheep without perceiving them. He had many boob
read to him in his later years when his eyesight grew weak. He did
not care much for society and preferred the society of women to
that of men. With men he was often reserved.
When William Howitt was at Rydal Mount looking about after
Wordsworth's death he fell in with old James the gardener and
asked him which was the poet's study. 'This,' said James pointing
to the arbour and the grass mound from which Rydal Mount takes
its name. William Wordsworth was a tall man. Dorothy was short
and spare. She was a great walker in her youth and suffered physic-
ally and mentally as she grew old for having overtaxed her strength
when she was young with excessively long walks. When she was
middle aged and growing elderly she thought nothing of walking
from Brinsop into Hereford, six miles and back, if she wanted a
thimble. Wnen she was staying at the Hutchinsons* farm in Rad-
norshire she would walk into Kington and back on the smallest
excuse. During her imbecility she had frequent intervals when all
her old brightness, liveliness and clearness of mind returned. Then
she relapsed into her sad state. She and her brother used often to stay
at Mrs. Monkhouse's at the Stow farm, Whitney. Dorothy had a
lucid interval at her brother's death. She was deeply affected at his
loss, left her room and came to his bedside when he was dying.
Tuesday, 4 April
A letter from my mother brings the astonishing news that Mr.
Ashe wishes to have a stove in Langley Burrell Church, will offer no
opposition to the gallery being taken down to admit of the stove
being placed at the West end of the church, and has actually been
going about the Church to see where additional seats can be con-
trived. Also he is going to cut down a tree worth .£10 and will
devote the proceeds towards the stove erection. Wonders will never
cease.

